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Personal Finance The pervasiveness of financial illiteracy in the United States is
underscored by these gloomy statistics:
People
See more topics »  Although most parents think it's important to discuss personal
finance with their teenagers, more than three-quarters flunked NAT [0 NA L PL A N S

when tested on their own knowledge of personal financial
Ads by Google management, according to a survey by the University of ﬁﬂ' YUUR’ SMALL
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College for Financial Planning. In anothe.r survey, more .thap half of high school seniors flunked Waork anywhere on the
www.cffpinfo.com when their overall financial literacy was put to the test. BlackBerry® Curve®, with
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Financial Literacy Sim Now H&R Block Inc. hopes to improve those grades with a new distance charges.
Financial Training For Managers program it's rolling out.
Business Acumen Simulation
www.ParadigmLearning.com The Kansas City, Mo.-based tax-preparation company is Learn More
distributing more than $1 million to subsidize high school 2 # US. Cellular
personal-finance programs that feature interactive computer R
exercises, online videos, written course materials and lesson plans. More than 2,000 high schools
nationwide have signed up to participate.
"H&R Block sees millions of clients every year, and after we see these clients we realize and studies have ' H
shown that people don't understand what it means to be financially fit," said Amy McAnarney, executive TOday S Offerl ngS
director of the Tax Institute at H&R Block, which researches and analyzes tax laws and is overseeing the Tis the season to winl
rogram. :
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Although the focus is on teenagers, parents also will get help. Block has designed a Web site, OMES. g;ﬂ%%gﬁ["f;gfmes{ fora chance to win

http://www.hrblockdollarsandsense.com, with pointers on talking to teens about financial matters.

. Do Good
The computer-based lessons for teens were developed by Knowledge Matters, a maker of educational

X . N R . o ! & We connect people with causes, and you'll
software. The software simulates real-life situations such as looking for an apartment, finding a job, good2gether find mousang’s o?ways to help make;/
opening a bank account or buying groceries. difference in your communities.

Each of its 18 lessons focuses on a discrete financial concept including fixing credit, buying a car and
understanding insurance and investing for retirement. The idea is to allow teens to make real-life decisions
without suffering adverse real-world consequences when they make a mistake.
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